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Estrampes, Ascó Reactor 
Engineering responsible, 
highlighted the limitations 
derived from the spent 
fuel pools situation, and 
how the management 
of the spent fuel in both 
units has become a critical 
aspect for the planning 
of the plant activities. 
Marta Boada, CNAT Fuel 
Engineer, described 
the status of Trillo interim storage facility (ATI), and the activities for licensing and construction of 
Almaraz ATI. Celia González (Nuclenor) and Luis López (Cofrentes) completed the overview for the BWR 
reactors. Regarding plant operations, the focus was placed on Safety, post-Fukushima improvements 
and life extension by Jordi Sabartes (Ascó), operations cost reduction and fuel cycle optimization by 
Julia Gómez (Almaraz), and fuel reliability and core design flexibility by José Pedro Feijoo (Cofrentes).

In this annual meeting, a special session was held with ENSA President Eduardo González Mesones and 
ENRESA President Juan Jose Zaballa. They shared information about the design activities for spent fuel 
transport and storage casks and canisters, and about the legal status and future perspectives of the ATC 
(Spain’s centralized interim spent fuel disposal facility), respectively.

The closing act of the 28th Annual Customers Meeting was a round table discussion among Juan María 
Moreno, ENDESA Nuclear General Director for Iberia, Jose María Nubla, Gas Natural Generación Director 
of Nuclear Generation and Pedro Mata, Iberdrola Technical Services Director, moderated by ENUSA 
President, José Luis González. José Luis González pointed out the current industry challenges: plant 
operation beyond 40 years, personnel renewal and know-how transmission, spent fuel management 
and ATC, and nuclear generation public perception. Juan María Moreno added that nuclear industry 
will have to cope with economic challenges, including the taxes affecting nuclear assets, in a framework 
of electrification and decarbonisation of the economy. Pedro Mata focused on costs reduction and 

long term planning subject 
to the stability of the legal 
and regulatory frame. Jose 
María Nubla spoke about 
the need for economic and 
technological soundness 
of nuclear generation 
as an input to a political 
debate about the future 
electricity generation mix. 
The dialogue raised an 
interesting debate with the 
public attending the round 
table.

Along the three days, the participants highlighted the significance of this convention as a meeting point 
for the different nuclear fuel stakeholders.
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New contract in China for the supply of a Sicom-Cor Inspection Equipment 

Last October 27 saw the signature of a SICOM-COR equipment supply contract between ENUSA 
and the Suzhou Nuclear Power Research Institute (SNPI), a Chinese corporation belonging to the 
China General Nuclear Group (CGN.) This is the second supply contract between ENUSA and SNPI, 
after the SICOM-UT supply agreement signed in 2015.

The new contract includes the supply 
of an advanced version of the SICOM-
COR equipment which was jointly 
developed by ENUSA and TECNATOM. 
The main features of the system 
include the measurement of the fuel 
rods corrosion layer by eddy current as 
well as the measurement of fuel rods 
profilometry by visual techniques on 
the peripheral fuel rods. The equipment 
has been recently delivered to SNPI and 
finally accepted after the successful Site 

Acceptance Test (SAT) conducted at CGN facilities at Daya Bay site.

Last  January SNPI and ENUSA-TECNATOM 
entered into a framework agreement 
in the field of nuclear fuel inspection. 
The new contract strengthens and 
consolidates this relationship, making 
ENUSA and TECNATOM two relevant 
partners of the CGN group in fuel 
assembly service inspection. 

SICOM-COR equipment delivered to SNPI

ENUSA-TECNATOM SAT crew with SNPI 
representatives at CGN Daya Bay facilities
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